
On motion ol Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill renll 
second time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr Ta;ylor of l+'annin, introduced (by leave) a bill for the re
lief of Tl\o~. Ragsdale, et. al.; read first time. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Fanniu, the rule was suspended;. 
bil\ read s~cond time, and referred to the committee on Fi-
:w.ari~e,,op motion of Mr Potter. , 

A bil1 authorizing the Comptroller to issue certain lost eer
tificates of stock on certain conditions was taken up; read and 
ori!.ered to be engrossed . 
. . On _motion of Mr Potter, the ruh> was suspended ; bill read 
t)iird time and passed. 

On motion of Mr Taylor of Casa, the Senate adjourned nnlil 
3 o'clock, i>. 11. 
' . . 3 &'clock, P. M

Senate met-roll called-quorum present. 
The first reading of the bill to prescribe a code of civil pro

eed~e for the State ol Texas was resumed. 
Oh motion of Mr Potter, the Senate adjourned till to-mor

row morning, 9 o'clock, 

WEDNESDAY, Dec. 12th, 1855. 
The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant t• 

adjournment-roll called-quorum present. 
'l'he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted. 
Mr Doane presented the petition of Joel L. Ankrum, referred 

to the commtitee on the Judiciary. 
Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of the 

county of Newton, referred to the committee on Internal Im
prdvementS; 
· · Mr Milliean presented the petition of suRdry members of th" 
bar in the 13th Judicial District-referred 10 the committee on 
Jndicfal Districts: 
· Mr Maverick presented the petition of H. L. Upshur, referred 

to the commmittee on the Judiciary, and ihe petition ol "B. W. 
Gillock"-referred to the committee on claims and accounts. 

Mr· Russell from tho committee on engrossed bills reported 
' "A bill to legalize certain surveys, lying between the water!> 
di the Brazos and Colorado Rivers," and • 

"A bill to authorize the Comptroller to issue certain lost c'er
Sifi<!ates of Stock on ccrtuin condicions"-correctly engrossed. 

Mr Scott, chairmtl!l of the committee on Public Lands, to 
which was referred "A Bill to provido for the transfe• of certain 
books, papers, archives nod records from the adjutant General's 
office, to the General Land Office!' reported the same back and 
1ecomrucnded its passage* 



Mt" Scott, chnirmnn of tha same committoo, to which WM 
~fe~red a b.ill to rc~uire the return of unconditional Headright 
cert11i".ates m cert11111 cases, .reported the same back witn t.he 
following amendment, :>trike out in the 10th and 11th line of 
\he bill, the worda "and subject to retocation," and recommended 
<he adoption of nmeudment, and the pa~sage of the bill. 

Mr Scott, from the same committee, to which was referred" 
bill for the relief of.Ton as Green ancl Middleton Perry, reported 
"A Bill for the relief of persons wfio had legal Jiles in !he reserve 
«>f lands made by the act \o proo;ide for the construclio.n of the 
Mississippi and Pacific Hailroad'' as a substitute therefor, aad 
recommen<l its adortion nnd pnssage. 

Mr Scott, chaim1an Gf the same commiHee, to which \Vl!.S 

re!1itred a bill for the ·relief of Wm. Rawlins, reported a sub$ti
tnle therefor, and recommended its adoption and passage. 

Mr Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, to 
whieh was referred n bill lo incorpornte the city of San Antonio, 
reported the $ti.me back witll the fottewing amendments: amend 
1st •by striking Ollt "Sections 8 and 9 " of the 7th article, being 
the two l.~st sections of the bill, and amend 2d, by add1ng to the 
bill ·sectioll 8th, "thi• act shall wke elf""t aud be in force from 
t1nd alter the first d11y of Jtily 1856," nnd recommended the 
.idoption of the amendmeuts and the passage of the bill. 

Mr Potter, chairufan of the same commilleo, made the follow
ing report;. 

"The Judiciary commiltoo have consi<le.red a resolution di. 
rectinir them to lake into consideration the propriety of rassiag 
a law- a/.tqwing opon aecounl$ 10 be proved before .a. Notary 
Pnb!ic &c., and report hy bill or otbenvise, and the commiitee 
direc1 me lo report that they are of the opinion, \bat the ltiws 
now in forco furnish M convenient means as can be well, and. 
at tile same time safely devised, for taking the testimony of wit. 
nesaes w!to reside out of the county in which n suit may be pend. 
ing, where th~ir ev~dence Is to be used. If the witness r~si~es 
in the Ste.te Ins evidence may be tttken under a comm1a§10n 
from either a district or Justices court, before either a chief Jui!'
tice of a· county, clerk of a District or county coon, er a ~otairy 
Public, nwi if the wimess, resides out of the State, ~v1dence 
m;r!l; be to.ken in like maimer before either a notary Public, "r 
dork of. a court of Recon1 within the Stale or colmly where I.he 
witness resides, or before a commiss.;ner of the State of TexllS 
for s11oh state,-Hart. Dig. nrt. 'l21J, 820, 1130 and 124.; Thus 
unde:1ithe present \u.w$ every facility is givet1 for taking evideo~e, 
and proving open accouots or any other matters before N:ota~tes 
Public, a11d full opportunity is also given for the ex11mma.t1on 
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·l!illd -cross examination of witnesses. If the object of the regolu. 
lion be, as is supposed, to call for the report ot a bill, under the 
provisions of which n party could by his own or other "ex-parte" 
nffidav.ftis, prove up his clai1u, th.en th& committee have to say-, 
that in :their· opinion such a conre:e 'vonld be extremely unsafe 
and would not lend lo promote the ends of justice. A fair nod 
fl11l:cross examination of \Vitnesses, either in open court or upon 
interrogato·ries is -believed to be essential to the proper ~dminis. 
tration of Justice, and any plan which would do away wllh such 
examination would tend to the suppression of truth and be nn 

: inducement to perjury. 'rhe committee therefore direct me to 
return the resolution 10 the Senate and recommend that it be 
Jiiid upon the table." 
· , Mr Mitlicnn, chairman of the select committee, to inquire 
into and prescribe the duties of the various officers of the Senate 
&c., made the following report. · 

''The duties of the secretary shall be to exercise a supervisory 
care over all the secretariea and clerks of the Senate, and to keep 
a eorre.ct journal of the proceedings of the Senate and discharge 
the Ulilnal duties appertaining to his office generally, and make 
all contracts for stnlionary, lights, fuel, and such other incideut.f;'l.l 
expenses; who shall on the last day of each week report the 
same in full with the other contingent expenses of the Senate 
for confirmation. 

The duties of the Sergennt at arms, shall be, in addition to 
those assigned by the rules of the Senate, to receive and receipt 
for all printed documents that arc furnished for the use of the 
~en ate, nnd distribute the same an1ong the men1bers, and a gen
eral supervision over the mail department of the Senate, and 
alllo over the door-keepers an~ Porters o! the Senate. The duties 
oe ~lie door-keeper shall be in addition to those assigned by the 
rules, to keep the door, announce nil the n1essncres to the SenatP., 
and to permit no one to enter on the floor of lhe

0 

Senate chamber, 
except the members of the Legislature and the officers of the 
State and the two houses, unless by permission of the !'resident 
or a Senator, to see lo the cleaning •f the Senate chamber, and 
ill furniture, also to the making ni1d extinguishinO' of fires, and 
providing lights and water for the use of tiie scn~te, attend to 
the receiving,' preparing and fQrwarding the mnil matter <t the 
members of lh<> Senate. The Asst. door-keeper shall aid the 
door-keeper in the di•charge of his duties, and shall when re
quired assist the Sergeant at n.rnis. ,.-rhere shall be one Porter for 
the Senate who shall be employed by the secretary, whose com
pensation shaU not exceed one dollar per day, whose duty it 
shnll be to .oring water mnke fires, nod do such other thing• a• 
may be assigned h11n by the door-keeper." 
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'On mO'lien of Mr Millicaa the rule was s11spi,in~d, Tt)pilrttakea 
"'P and a'1opted. .. . . .,., .,::, . .,:1-, 

Mr Palmer introduced a bijl for the relief ol the :GabeAton 
and Red river Railwav company, and supplemental to.tb~~i;.v.er
fll nets to incorporate said corapany, read first time., . :• ·\;I: · 

On motion of Mr Palmer the rule was s<1spended, hill read-ll!i 
time nod refimecl ·to the committee on Internal Improvemerlt'S. 

Mr Flanagan iatrodnced a bill supplemental to an acl-to . .in.
eorpornte the Henderson and Burkville llailroad company, ap· 
proved Jnn'y 27 I 854-read first time. 

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rnle was suspended, bill read. 
·2d time and .refE"rted to the committee on Internal Improvements. 

Mr Pottor (by leave) presented the petition of L. M. Hitch
eock, relerred to the commiuee on Public debt; also the petition 
-0f \Vitlnrd Richardson-referred to .the conunittee on .claims and. 
accounts. 

Mr Marlin introduced a bill to am~nd an act for the relief of 
.certain prisvners of \vnr1 passed :E~eb'y !)th 1850-read·first.time. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 
Report of the committee on public debt, on "a bill giving the 

assent (If ihe Slate of rrexas to 'nn net to provide for the pay
ment of such creditors of the lnte Republic nf Texas, as are 
eomprehended in the act of Con"t'ess of September 9th 1850;" 
which wns pnssed at the 2d ses,;'lon of the 33d Congesa of the 
United Stales, and approved Feb. 2Sth 1855," reporting ad
versely thereto-\vas read. 

Mr Palmer moved to postpone the consideration of the' bill 
and report till the 1st Monday in January-lost. · 

On motion of Mr Potter the report Md bill were nlade the 
special o.-der for Wednesday next, 19th inst. 

A bill to legalize certalll surveys lying between the waters of 
the Colorndo and Brazos rivers-rend 3d tiine aud passed. 

A bilt to nuthorize Glover Wells to construct n bridge across 
the 8ast Fork of the Trinity river-read and ordered to be en· 
grossed. 

A ~ill to anfoorize ·wm iam M. Lee and others to construct a 
bridge across the East Fork of the '.rrinhy nt or near Lee's Fer-
ry--rend and ordered to be engrossed. . · 

_Report of the committee on -Roads, Bridges nnd Ferries-, On a 
bill suppletnental to au net authorizing and requiring the coun
ty courts to regulate ronds, nppoint overseers ... ~c.-otfering 
.amendments thereto \vns read. · \ 

On motion of Mr Hill re-referred lu the snme commiuee. 
Report of the Judiciary committee on a joint resolution pro· 

pooing an o.n1cndn1ent to the consfitntion, .for the pnrpOBe of 
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giving the Legislature control of the School land•, recommend
ing that the same be laid on the table-was read and adopted. 

A bill for the relief of Im B. Dement, rea<l and ordertd to 
be engrossed. 

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved the appointment of a committee 
No. 2, on Private Land Claims, Mr Whitaker as chairman. 

Messrs. Whitaker, Russell and Pirkey were apppointed the 
committee. 

A bill to restore land• sold for Taxes anc1 purchased by the 
Stute, to the former o\vners, on certain conditions, rend aud or~ 
dered lo be en1?rossed. 

A bill for the relief of James Lamb, read and ordered to be 
engrossed. 

A bill to cbang-e the names of Martha and John McDonald, to 
those of Martha McDodald Bateman and Johll McDonald Bate
man, read and ordered to be engrossed. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Bailey, read and or
dered to be ongrossetl. 

A bill for the reliof of Valentine T. Dalton, read and ordered 
lo be engrossed. · 

Report of the committee on Ille Judiciary on a bill to reorg-an
ize the 8th Judicial District, and define the time of holdiug 
eourts in the sa.rue, oftering a substitute therefor-\vns read, 
snbstitnte adopted nud bill ordered to be engrossed. 

On motion of ~h Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read 
3d time and passed. 

A bill to amend the Isl section of an act for the relief of the 
citizens of Mercer's Colony, approved Fch'y 2, 1850; read. 

Mr Martin offered a bill supplemental lo an act for the reliet 
of the citizens of Mercer's Colouy, approved Feb'y 2, 1850, as a 
substi lute-rejected. 

On motion of Mr Martit1 the bill was then laid on the table. 
Joint resolution proPosing- tin a1nend111cnt to the 7th section of 

the 4th art. of tile coustitulion-read. 
On rnolion of Mr Potter the resolution was laid on lhe table. 
On motion of Mr McCnlloch, a bill to make nu appropriation 

for the payment of Volunteers, called into the service of the 
Stale of Texas, wns taken up--read and passed to a 3d reading-. 

Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rnle for the final read· 
ing of the bill-lost. 

Report of the committee on the .Judiciary on the memorial of 
WesleyKirkpatrick, rccomme1!ding that it be laid on the table, 
was read and adopted. 

A message was received fro1n the House informing the Senate, 
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Sennte, to 



allow Clinton Thompson, a minor, to lake possession nnd colllrol 
of his estate, and to rransact business as though he were of full 
age. 

Oo motion of Mr Taylor of Fanuin, the Senate adjourned 
until 3 o'clock r. M. 

3 o'clock r. M. 

The Seoate met-roll cnllcd-quori1m present. 
The first reading of the code of civil procedure '\va~ resumed. 
On motion of J\fr Palmer the Senate adjourned until co·mor• 

row morning at 9 o'clock. 

DENATE Cl!AMBEJ?, } 
December l31h, l 855. 

Senote met pursnaut to adjournment-prayer by the Chap
lain-roll called-quorum present. 

The journal of yesterday was read nn<l adopted. · 
Mr Hill presented the petition ofThos. :Bell, praying for la!'ld 

-reforred to the committee on l'rivtale land clnms no 1. 
Mr White presented the iielition of Jmm Delagado, for re

lief; referred to the committee on private land claims no. 2. 
Mr Grime~, char man of the committee on Finallce, made the 

following report: . 
The corlimittee on l!'inance, to which was referred a bill for 

the relief of Stevenson Arch~r, have considered the bill nnd a 
majority of the committee have instructed me to rel urn 1he s;o.me
to the Senate with urnendmonts nnd recommend its pass~ge. 

The bill i$ to pav Stevenson Archer, district stlrveyor ot El 
Paso district, one liundred und fifty dollars, for mnking a map 
of his laud d1stricdor tho General Land office. 

The amendm~nt offered by the c0mmittee, is lo allow· John H. 
Colen like sum for compiling a m;ip of Dallns connty, an~ for 
making -0onaec1ions from lhe Robel'lson mid Nacagdoches land 
district. 

The committee had before them the certificate of the Com
missioner of1he General land offi<kl, that the maps had been re
cciveit and thnt 1he prices charged were reasonable . 

.Amend sect[o:1 1st bv inserting after "distrioc. :" "And tha~ 
John H. Cole be ullo\ved the sum of $150, for making a map of 
Dallas county and connections with 1he Robertson and Nacog-
.Joches land district." . 

In section 1st alter "Archer," ins-0rt "John H. Oole,"-in 
caplien, af1er "Archer," insert John H Cole. 

Mr 'l'o;rlol' of Cass, made 1he following report; . 
The -0ommi1tee on public a:iebt have considered the petttioo of 

Robt Wilson. 


